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The progscesal of Hong Kong finm Asiacity goeas furthest
bonavsind the “separate blods” parti, literally creating an
ensemble of nearauionomous boxes assigned o differant
uges, Dulbbed ‘Out of the Box', the scheme's programmatic
Serge 1% irmefutable, but likeby lost precisely beacausa the
jury [or the HKDE) wanted ane building - and one busiding
idantity - rather than numengus ones. Asiacty’s approach,
herevineier, hiolds the compedling legic that the school waill
inivitably be a illage' of pursuits. As hard 85 you try

ta group fashion students with engineering, or produect
gesigners with graphets students, the ndnadual specialties
are st that, individual, Inan ideal world, perhaps, a

biedile designer would actually integrate thoughts, kdeas,
interasts and failunes with an intenor designer. And soma
of that g e Pappeen, But il the: i schadl tries 100 hand
o forcd Synergics upon the studants and faculty, the
whaole enterprise will disappoint. As seductive as it is to
imagine students mingling in the cales, library, halbwins
and courtyands, sparking imsentive colligions of vouthiul
mdillect, what's mostly going to happen is a kot of peopls
struggling to keap up with the anornaws quantity of
laarning in amy single feld, not to mention dealing with
nearty desagn egos and Saying awake through thair

naxt charrette, Which in mo wesry quiestions the validity

of thie whale institute in the first place Thén ang rnerisd
advaniages 10 combining all these people and activities
uredir Gne ool I just that Asiacity is saying they can also
haree their oam comears. Ancther positive aspict 1o this
geharme is the potential far enhancing the connections or
pridi studpnts hase with thair own specialiies. By allowing
oirviowss identification of the depariments, the building
might have encouraged stronger ematonal aftachments
to the institute, Who knows?

The boxes include Digital, Librany, Lecture, Visual,
Community, Fashion, Gallary, Designer, Warkshop and
Furniture. Overlap among departments is olvioushy
InCOEaried, oo, thus answaring the HKDVs desire for
integration and synarngy.

Takirg it all to & kevel deoper, Asiacity’s scheme explores
thar activities through matariality of the building's
respective sking. The possibilities in this are exciting.
imagune what oould hanag Dien made of tha |:|i£|i1a| box,
1o take one gxampla, Cartain functions, like the librany
and recreation, are also given theair material day. Assacty
imtands for the detalled articulation of the bowes 1o be lef
‘oper’, painding out that dessgn itsedf i constantly mﬂ;:-h.-iruﬂ,
and that departments over tinne may wish to ne-present
themisehves. Colowned glazing ks proposed as a prncipal
cladding gurface, 1 g the buildings transpangncy and
ECigrngnt,

The parti of Aslacity's project resembles nothing so
mvwdh a5 an Rahan 1ovwn piazza, with an apparanthy
randamly shapad nagative space formed by a jumble of
=mall acoretive structuras. Mear the cantre 5 the primany
edifice (the duomo andior palaree camimunalsl, in this
sregtance the Design Box, & tower of studios, attached io
the Library Boee. Lord knows the historic model works,
and even at the ecala of tha HEKDI, rmsghit hawe prowided a
wibrant community Space, which would hoava leaked out
i vanous directions along access routes, not in this case,
ko surroanding countryside and roads to Rome, but alas,
o the dehumanisad visual brutality of rmodarm Tiu Kl:ng
Lesregy. Siev e 1. AL et endiring the HKDI, or once within
i, sudents and profs would have experienced an oasis of
husman scabe.
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Asiacity’s proposal carried a considerabda risk, though
The realigation of architecture is rarely if ever an absolute
proces, Irtertions withstand {or succumb to) an
unavoidable procass of evolving budgats, enginaering,
progransmes, matanal choices, edc. In projects that begin
a&s design competitions, this process is exaggenatad,
What in Asiscity’s plan is a charming ensemble, and

in pervclerings an excitng montage, could sasily hava
suffered a bout of Hong Kong cold feet, been clad in
reflective glass or worse, tile, and tumed info anothar
Taikoo Plara. The scheme depends beawvily on the close
guidance of & talemed design dictator and the dutiful
comphance of a taithiul o meestruck) client. Lacking

8 singla, diagrarm-sirmple image, this sohamea would
Mt Besiers particularty vulnerable The intentionally
rarmghackle parti rmight have corme cut 8 mMess or, n
skilled hands, & wonderfully lively place full of constam
wisual interest and instances of beauty. lsn't that a fairy
migchel context for insgenng students of design?
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firnga: What s the cantral thema or concapt of your

1-What onginally inspired you 1o develop the project in
termes of its appearance and formi?
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